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Report from the Chair 

2021 was another eventful year! Rivershed reached many important  
milestones in our pursuit to Connect, Protect and Restore the Watershed.  
I am so proud of our staff and our board for all they have accomplished  
this past year.  I’ll just mention a few achievements: Race the River, Virtual 
River Clinics, Rivershed Stories, Watershed CPR Education, a new website, 
our most successful year-end fundraising campaign to date, and restoration 
work on the new Foodlands Corridor on the sc̓e:ɬxʷəy̓əm/Salmon River. 

All these accomplishments unfolded against the backdrop of an unprecedented 
pandemic as well as wildfires, landslides, drought, and floods that devasted 
communities across the Watershed. Friends, our vision and mission to create 
a resilient Fraser has never been more urgent.  

Thank you to Rivershed’s highly engaged and skilled Board of Directors  
for their support this past year as well as our incredibly hard-working staff. 
Thank you to our donors, members, volunteers, and supporters.  All of you 
make our achievements possible. 

I would like to dedicate this report to non-returning board members  
Olga Schwartzkopf, Sharman Learie, Lisa Bland, and Dustin Snyder.   
Your tireless support and wealth of knowledge has been invaluable  
these past years and we are grateful for your leadership.  

I look forward to seeing this pandemic behind us and Rivershed back  
on the water in 2022!  

Sincerely,

Kim North 
Chair of the Board 
Rivershed Society of BC
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Report from our Executive Director 

Much like the year before it, 2021 proved to be a challenging year for British 
Columbia and Rivershed. As the 2020 pandemic restrictions continued,  
we were forced to cancel in-person programs for the 2nd year in a row.  
Grateful for the lessons learned in 2020, we pivoted our programing and  
continued to make strides towards our Watershed CPR goals. 

On top of the pandemic, communities throughout the watershed experienced 
unprecedented heat, wildfires, atmospheric rivers, landslides, and floods. 
These extreme weather and climate events, combined with the horrific  
discovery of human remains—mostly children—at residential schools,  
caused us to pause and take time to reflect on the importance of our work. 
Time to consider the importance of a resilient watershed and what it means 
to people and communities throughout the Fraser. Time to reflect on our 
responsibilities to each other. We know that reconciliation work belongs  
to all of us, and Rivershed has incorporated decolonization un-learning into 
staff meetings to help deepen our understanding of the histories of this land 
and to ensure we are doing our work in a good way, that reflects our intention 
to move towards a decolonized future.  

We wrapped up 2021 with two noteworthy events, our virtual annual winter 
social and a celebration of Rivershed’s founder, Fin Donnelly. Fin was inducted 
into the Fraser River Hall of Fame for his significant contributions to the health 
and sustainability of the Fraser River. We couldn’t be more proud, congrats Fin!  

 

 
Fin’s induction into the Fraser River Hall of Fame.
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Building the Movement
Rivershed spent 2021 strengthening our headwaters to sea connections. 
Through our bi-weekly newsletter, Rivershed Stories, we are building  
a communications network that spans the entire watershed. Individuals  
and organizations use this communications tool to share news from the 
watershed and exciting opportunities.  

While in-person programs were cancelled, our virtual calendar was full.  
We kicked off our virtual summer with Race the River, in honor of our  
25th anniversary. This COVID-friendly event connected people with the Fraser  
Watershed. Race the River challenged participants to get outside, explore 
their watershed and track their kilometres to see if collectively we could travel 
the length of the Fraser River as fast as Fin swam it back in 1995. 

The results were outstanding.  
In just three weeks, we collectively 
travelled 5,527km, which was almost 
four times our goal of travelling the 
length of the Fraser, and engaged 
over 200 new Watershed Defenders. 

Rivershed’s Executive Director Justine Nelson  
paddling with her family for Race the River.
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River Clinics were redesigned in 2021 to accommodate virtual learning. 
Weekly online sessions offered university students opportunities to learn 
about careers in stewardship, resiliency-building, and conservation as well 
as hear about Watershed CPR (Connect. Protect. Restore) work happening 
within the Fraser Watershed. The clinics featured speakers with expertise  
in Indigenous advocacy, project management, documentary filmmaking  
and much more. 
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This past September, we launched our Virtual 
Watershed CPR Education Program, and it 
has been a remarkable success. This program, 
developed in partnership with Canadian  
Geographic, is a free self-guided learning  
experience that educates and motivates 
people to care for the Fraser Watershed.  
This engaging platform informs about issues 
and how to help connect, protect, and restore 
the Fraser using Watershed CPR. 

Since its release, the platform has  
introduced over 2,320 people to  
Watershed CPR and users overwhelmingly 
say they know and care more about the 
Fraser after completing it. 

You can visit the program at  
https://watershedcpr.canadiangeographic.ca. 

Speaking of websites, we redesigned and launched a new website in 2021,  
if you haven’t had a chance to see it, please visit www.rivershed.com  
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Also in September, Rivershed presented to the provincial government’s  
Committee on Finance and Government Services as part of their Budget 2022 
Consultation. In my presentation I spoke about watershed CPR, Foodlands and 
the importance of creating a long-term sustainable watershed security fund.  

Building partnerships in the watershed is a priority for Rivershed and  
we continue to play a leadership role in the Adapting for Ecological Resilience 
Network, the BC Watershed Security Coalition, the Heart of the Fraser  
Committee, and the Canadian Coalition for Healthy Waters. 

Foodlands Corridor Restoration Program  
2021 was big year for our Foodlands Corridor Restoration Program.  
We began work early in the year on the first two pilot sites of the corridor  
on the sc̓e:ɬxʷəy̓əm/Salmon River. These sites are the beginning of a restored 
corridor we’re working on in collaboration with səýeḿ Qwantlen (the business 
subsidiary of Kwantlen First Nation), Langley Environmental Partners Society, 
Kerr Wood Leidal and local landholders along the river.  

These two sites consist of approximately 6,500 sq m of newly planted riparian 
habitat, 1,200 sq m of new or restored wetted habitat, and 250 sq m of riverbank 

Funded Site
(Completion 2022)

Pilot Site 2 - HWI Funded Site 
(Completion 2022)

Under Review 
 

"sc̓e:ɬxʷəy̓əm” is the hən̓q̓əmin̓əm̓ word for Salmon River .

Pilot Site - HWI Funded Site
(Completion 2022)
Off-channel wetted habitat

Marsh restoration

Riparian planting

Riparian planting

Crown Parcel

Lot
8000

Lot
7894

Lots
7959, 7935, 7911

Glover Road

Highway 1

sće:łxwәýәm Corridor 
Future Sites

- Restoration Properties

Funded Sites
(Completion 2022)

sc̓e:ɬxʷəyəm

(Salm
on River)

Township of Langley Site
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Lot
7887

- Future landholder  
   outreach
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stabilization using soft engineering methods; planting live willow stakes,  
placing large woody debris into the bank, and replanting the edges with  
endemic plant species that are traditionally found in the area.  

This restoration work is creating wetted off-channels that will provide  
overwintering habitat with abundant in-stream and overhead cover  
for kʷəxʷəθ3/kwóxweth (Coho salmon) on a portion of the floodplain.  

During every step of this work, Rivershed is consulting with Kwantlen and Katzie 
knowledge keepers to integrate local traditional knowledge and the local dialects 
of Halkomelem (Halq’eméylem being the Upriver dialect and hən̓q̓əmin̓əm̓ the 
Downriver) to uphold the traditional names for place, plants, and animals.  

In 2022, the pilot corridor will continue to grow through engagement with 
additional landholders on adjacent properties and expanded restoration work. 
The goal is to create a connected and restored, natural corridor reflecting the 
diversity of cultural values.  

Relationships and connections are an essential part of the Foodlands Corridor 
Restoration Program. The restoration work on the pilot sites goes beyond 
planting native species to include restoring connections to the land and  
to each other. Kelly Yates, a Kwantlen First Nation Elder and fisherman has 
been at the heart of the project, and it truly wouldn’t be the same without 
him. He inspires us with his joy, humour, knowledge, and wisdom along with 
his hands-on work and coordination to the sites. 

We are grateful for the financial support from the Healthy Watersheds Initiative,  
a program funded by the Government of British Columbia and delivered  
by The Real Estate Foundation of BC in partnership with Watersheds BC.  
We are also thankful for the financial support from the Government of Canada 
through the federal Department of Environment and Climate Change and the 
additional funding support provided by Dr. Bronner’s.
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Project Goals 
Restore species-at-risk habitat on 
the sc̓e:ɬxʷəy̓əm/Salmon River through 
removal of invasive species, endemic 
replanting, building bat and owl boxes, 
creating off-channel wetlands and  
creating a robust riparian buffer.  

 
Cultivate cross-cultural understanding 
of Indigenous food systems and land 
management at the direction of səýeḿ 
Qwantlen and Kwantlen First Nation 
through the planning, implementation, 
and maintenance of the project site. 
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Project Goals 
Restore species-at-risk habitat  
on the sc̓e:ɬxʷəy̓əm/Salmon River 
through the removal of invasive 
species, endemic replanting, 
building bat and owl boxes,  
creating off channel wetlands and 
creating a robust riparian buffer.  

Cultivate cross-cultural under-
standing of Indigenous food  
systems and land management  
at the direction of səýeḿ Qwantlen 
and Kwantlen First Nation through 
the planning, implementation, and 
maintenance of the project site. 

Finally, I would like to thank our hardworking, dedicated staff and our  
knowledgeable, supportive Board of Directors who made 2021 such  
a successful year for Rivershed. We have big plans for 2022, including  
getting back out on the water; working to expand our Foodlands Program 
into other regions of the Fraser Watershed; continuing to develop our  
Watershed CPR Visualization Tool; holding Regional Watershed Defender 
Network meetings; and creating a graphic rendering of an Estuary restoration 
project with our UBC Sustainability Scholar. 

Sincerely,

Justine Nelson 
Executive Director 
Rivershed Society of BC
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A view of the Fraser in the Cariboo region..  
Photo by Jeff Gibbs.

Thank You to Our 2021 Donors 

Donors
Linda Asgeirsson
Avison Management 
Services 
Jennifer Blatherwick
Laura Buker
Marshall Caplan
John Cashore
Gwen Chute
Bruce Clark
Erin Coulter
Wendy DaDalt
Lynda Donnelly
Val Donnelly
Jane Duber
Jenna Dur
Envision Financial
Manuel Erickson
Andrea Erwin
Fresh Water  
Legacy Initiatve 
Phil & Keren Gertsman
Richelle Giberson
Elan Gibson
Kimberly Hageman

 
George Heyman
Susan & David Jones
Murry Krause
Kwantlen Student 
Association & KPU 
Library
Carrie Leggatt
Jeanette Leitch
Lillooet Naturalist 
Society
Doug McFee
Bette McLennan
Fred McMechan
Michael McPhee
The Nechako  
Environment & Water 
Stewardship Society
Nicola River Action 
Alliance
Marylke Nieuwenhuis
Spencer & Cathie 
Nixon
Helen O’Brian
Aran O’Carroll
Geraldine  
Patriquin-Mckee

 
Paypal Giving Fund 
Canada
Molly Peters
Pooni Group
Ernie Radies
Sierra Rae
Robert Reyerse
Sarah Richardson
Tony Rothschild
Edward Rothschild
Evelyn Schofield
Olga Schwartzkopf
Hanne Selby
Soskin/SoFine  
Foundation
Leif Stranan
Iris Taylor
Serge Touchette
Scott Ullrich
Simon Watkins
The Sprott Foundation
Vanessa Wiebel
Victoria Foundation 
Pamela Zevit

Monthly Donors
Corrie Allen
Allen Birnie
Fin Donnelly
Mark Hosak
Christopher Jenkins
Emily McGill
Caitlin Nelson
Justine Nelson
Sophie Nenno
Neal Nicholson
Kim North
Erica Stahl
Lara Volgyesi
Steve Wall
Roberta Webster
Alex White
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2021 Rivershed Members 

Individual
Corrie Allen
Linda Asgeirsson
Jane Duber
Lisa Bland
Timothy Crickmay
Wendy DaDalt
Lucy De Pieri
Jane Duber
Audrey Faber
Elaine Golds
Stephen Hayes
Benjamin Hechter
Susan Jarema
Anne Ladouceur 
Sandra Le Monnier
Leon Lebrun
Jeanette Leitch
Emily McGill

 
Bette McLennan
Neal Nicholson 
Eliza Olson
Clark Perry-Bater
Bernard Pinsky
Taylor Powrie
Caitlin Quist
Sierra Rae
Lee Reinhart
Wayne Salwski
Olga Schwartzkopf
Erica Stahl 
Beverley Stwart
Naomi Tabata 
Coree Tull
Michael Weibe
Robbin Whachell
Denis Wood
Simon Zukowski

Family
Vivian Birch-Jones 
Carol Blacklaws 
Marcus Brandt
Marshall Caplan 
Valerie Donnelly
Fin Donnelly
Thomas Kerr
Damien Kettlewell
Janis Knaupp
Sharman Learie
Fernando Lessa
Lynda Lightfoot
Kim North 
Dustin Snyder
Erica Stahl
Simon Watkins 
June Wood

Organization
Lillooet Naturalist 
Society

James Easton

Earthwild Consulting/
The Green Gazette

Fraser River Raft 
Expeditions
Linda Porter

Tuwanek Hotel and 
Grandmanor Guest 
House  

Thank You to Our 2021 Funders & Sponsors

Healthy Watersheds  
Initiative 

Government of Canada

We acknowledge the  
financial support of the  

Province of British Columbia.
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2021 Revenue

2021 Expenditures

Business Donations . . . . . . . . . $27,113 
Government grants. . . . . . . . $400,520 
Foundation grants. . . . . . . . . . $977,730 
Fees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $881 
In-Kind. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $18,426 
Donations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $20,210

Total Revenue . . . . . . . . . $1,444,880

Government 
Grants  
27.7%

Foodlands 
58.3%

Business  
Donations 

1.9%

AFER  
Network 

4.4%

Donations 
1.4%

Race the River  
2.4%

In-Kind 
1.3%

River Clinics 
5.2%

Fees 
0.1%

Watershed CPR 
Education 

18.4%

Foundation 
Grants  
67.7%

Watershed  
CPR 

10.9%
Watershed CPR Education . . .$184,385 
River Clinics . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $52,313 
Race the River . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $27,546 
AFER Network   . . . . . . . . . . . . $44,540 
Foodlands . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $584,504 
Watershed CPR . . . . . . . . . . . . $108,874

Total Expenses . . . . . . . . .$1,002,162

Financial Summary 
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