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Kailee Duncan and Emily Baker,  
cousins, enjoy a paddle on Francois 
Lake, in the Nechako region of the 
Fraser River Basin. 

Cover: Paddling the Lower Fraser 
during the 2008 Sustainable Living  
Leadership Program.
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Photography by Jeremy Williams. 
Page 6/7 photo by Paul van peenen.

The Rivershed Society of BC was founded in 1996 to inspire people  
to care for and about riversheds. We have a vision of salmon flourishing 

in our rivers, and people flourishing in our communities. 

As a non-profit charity, the RSBC has earned the respect of schools,  
First Nations, governments, and stewardship groups for our quality  

education programs and community initiatives.
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Left to right: Fin Donnelly (Executive Director), Donald  
MacKenzie (Vice Chair), Sharolise Baker (Board), Siobhan Ashe  
(Chair), Neal Nicholson (Treasurer), Olga Schwartzkopf (Board),  
Dave Palidwor (Former Chair), Damian Kettlewell (Past Chair), 
Christopher Pollon (Board), Janis Olsen (Former Project Officer).
Missing from photo: Kim North (Board), Naomi Tabata  
(Secretary), Bette McLennan (Board) and Jasmine Mason 
(Project Administrator).

Board of Directors 
and Staff
2008/2009

 A stunning view of Mount Robson, 
near the Fraser Headwaters.
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Board of Directors 
and Staff
2008/2009

Thank you supporters, volunteers and staff for 
helping the Rivershed Society of BC continue  
to thrive in 2008.

Our programs, like the Sustainable Living Leader-
ship Program, Riversheds Forum, Project Rivershed 
Brunette, Fraser Initiative and Rivershed Education 
Program remain at the heart of our operations, 
inspiring, informing and engaging people in river-
shed communities throughout British Columbia.

Our salmon populations are threatened by habitat 
destruction, pollution, over-fishing, global warm-
ing and disease from salmon farms, which are 
disturbing nature’s balance. 

Our communities require new ideas, with bold 
leadership willing to tackle these difficult environ-
mental problems.

The RSBC is committed to providing this leadership, 
ensuring that people flourish in our communities, 
and salmon flourish in our rivers, for generations 
to come.

Thank you all for your continued support. A special 
thanks to Damian Kettlewell, who stepped down 
after two years at the helm and four years on our  
Board. Your leadership and guidance will be 
missed!

Sincerely,
Siobhan Ashe, Chair

Message from the Chair



2008 was a ride! Full of ups and downs, especially 
toward year end, when the world experienced an 
economic meltdown. Here are some of the year’s 
highlights:

Riversheds Forum
In May, we jumped on the “Salmon Bus” to the 
8th Annual Riversheds Forum, which was held on 
the banks of Francois Lake in the Fraser’s Nechako 
Region. This year’s theme was Sustainability from 
a First Nations Perspective. After Stellat’en Elder 
Mary Kasimel welcomed us to her territory  
we discussed what sustainability meant to us, 
listened to twelve Rivershed Stories, and heard 
presentations from Phil Burton of the Canadian 
Forest Service and Kim McLean of Fraser Basin 

Council. We went on a guided walk with Sharolise 
Baker up Mouse Mountain and joined in food and  
celebration with the Stellat’en people at a fun-filled  
evening, featuring a performance by the Too na sa  
drummers. Jeremy Williams filmed the Forum, 
which can be viewed at www.rivershed.com.

Executive Director’s Report
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2008 Riversheds Forum participants.
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The view of Fraser Lake from Mouse 
Mountain, Nechako Region. 

Sustainable Living Leadership Program 
In August, we ran another successful Sustainable 
Living Leadership Program, which involved eight 
participants, two facilitators, a trainee, videogra-
pher, three rafting guides, and twenty community 
resource presenters (who us joined at different 
places along the river). The trip started in Mount 
Robson Provincial Park and finished 23 days later 
in Vancouver. We visited an ancient forest, several 
organic farms, two First Nation Heritage centers 
and numerous significant sites along the river.

We hiked Kinney Lake, the Goat valley, and the 
Cathedrals, and engaged in discussions about 
sustainable living, stewardship, salmon and river-
sheds. Participants were challenged to keep their 
ecological footprint as low as possible and present 
an outline of their educational program (that they 
developed over the course of the trip). It was 
another incredible trip, thanks to our funders, 
volunteers and partners.

SLLP poster 
and brochure



Project Rivershed Brunnette
We spent the year revamping our See-It™ site  
to create a cleaner, more intuitive new framework 
showcasing our 24 actions (20 returning and 4 new).  
The new See-It™ was previewed during our first-
ever webinar in mid-September and launched 
in time for World Rivers Day. However, after two 
years of using See-It™, we made the tough decision  
not to renew our See-It™ license. In addition to a  
number of other community events, we participated  
in two World Rivers Day events, fully developed two 
public walking tours, and focused our communi-
cations campaign : Keep it Cool. Save a Salmon.

Fraser Initiative
We had to slightly scale back the Fraser Initiative 
workplan, since we were unable to secure the  
full amount of needed funding. However, we did 
outline what the Fraser Initiative electronic hub  
will look like: which will highlight Fraser River  
conservation leaders, their vision, mission,  
program information, key issues and policy  
recommendations. We also worked with the David 
Suzuki Foundation on identifying the main threats 
to the Fraser River, which will form the basis  
of the Fraser River Salmon & Sustainability Charter, 
a series of conservation policy recommendations 
aimed at all levels of government within the  
Fraser River Basin.

Executive Director’s Report continued
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Keep it Cool. Save a Salmon.  
campaign poster and brochure.
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Fin Donnelly during his Fraser 2000 
“Spirit of the Salmon Swim”, Cariboo 
Chilcotin

Overall, the RSBC had another successful year  
and is working hard to build on its existing line  
up of interesting and innovative programs.

Thanks are due to our Board of Directors, espe-
cially out-going Chair Damian Kettlewell; our 
hard working staff and contractors: Janis, Spring, 
Patti, Richelle, Jeremy, Doug, Glenda and Visible 
Strategies; as well as all our funders, members 
and volunteers, and all those who continue  
to believe in our vision, support our programs 
and who made 2008 a successful year.

Sincerely,
Fin Donnelly, Executive Director



8

2007 Sustainable Living Leadership 
Program participants rafting through 
rapids in the Fraser Canyon.



Purpose
To develop, monitor, organize and assist with the 
implementation of external and internal commu-
nications for the organization.

2008/09 Priorities
• Develop committee workplan for 2008-09  
   and 2009-10.
• Add one or two committee members with  
   communications/marketing expertise.
• Update and maintain RSBC Database.
• Establish a list of high impact display  
   opportunities.

Summary of 2008 Activities
• RSBC Contacts Database has been updated  
   and is being maintained.
• An additional batch of Husky-Mohawk  
   loyalty cards have been obtained.
• Workplan in place for 2008-09.

Recommendations for 2009-2010
• Membership appeal early in 2009.
• Establish list of high impact display opportunities.
• Add one or two committee members with  
   communications/marketing expertise.

Communications Committee Report
by Naomi Tabata, Chair

Members: 
Naomi Tabata (Chair), Don MacKenzie, Jasmine Mason,  
Janis Olsen, and Fin Donnelly (Executive Director).
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Updated Riversheds Forum pages  
on rivershed.com

Revised SLLP pages on rivershed.com



Mandate
To guide, develop and shape the direction  
of Project Rivershed.

Summary of Activities
During the past year, the Committee focused  
on evaluating the effectiveness of the See-It™ 
tool in Project Rivershed Brunette as a practical  
communication tool. After careful consideration,  
it was decided that the use of the See-It™ tool 
would be discontinued. In essence, many of the 
partners did not fully embrace the technology 
and were unwilling to regularly update their data.  
See-It™ is largely a communication tool so without  
the continuous updating of data, we felt the 
usefulness of the tool was marginal. The original 
premise was that by regularly communicating  
results to a broad audience it would create interest 
and help to motivate others to participate but this 
did not materialize. The partner initiatives can still 
be viewed on See-It™ at www.rivershed.com  

but information will not be updated past 2009. 
The Project Rivershed expansion plan has been 
put on hold pending further discussion.

Other programs taking place in the Brunette 
Rivershed, such as the River Tours and our “Keep 
it Cool. Save a Salmon.” campaign are proceeding 
and gaining in popularity.

We would like to thank all our sponsors, partners 
and participants for their support and efforts with 
the Project Rivershed Brunette pilot project. It has 
been an interesting process and important knowl-
edge was gained that will help in future work.

Project Rivershed Committee Report
by Dave Palidwor, Committee Chair
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2008 Activities:
• Reviewed original 22 community sustainability 
   actions in the PRB See-It™ tool and the initiation  
   of 15 new actions.
• Evaluated the efficacy of See-It™ as  
   a communication tool for Project Rivershed.

2009 Recommendations:
• Integrate Project Rivershed into the Programs 
   Committee.
• Delay the Project Rivershed Expansion Plan 
   pending further discussion.

Members: 
Dave Palidwor (Chair), Sharolise Baker, Bette McLennan, 
Olga Schwartzkopf, Cynthia van Ginkel, Jennifer Wilkie, 
Spring Gillard (Project Coordinator), Janis Olsen (Project 
Officer) and Fin Donnelly (Executive Director).
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A view of the Fraser from close  
to the mouth of the Brunette River, 
Lower Fraser.



Mandate
To monitor, evaluate and assist with development 
of the organization’s educational programming 
and outreach strategies.

2008 Priorities
• Assist with the development of learning  
   outcomes for the three RSBC programs:  
   Riversheds Forum, Sustainable Living  
   Leadership Program (SLLP) and Rivershed  
   Education Program (REP).
• Review SLLP, including the Student Reader. 
• Review the Rivershed Forum.
• Review the Rivershed Education Program.

Summary of Activities
• Developed the 2008 Forum agenda and  
   helped with logistics.
• Reviewed the learning outcomes for the  
   2008 Riversheds Forum.
• Began revising the SLLP Reader.
• Assisted with the review of 2009 SLLP marketing.

• Began contacting organic producers along  
   Fraser River to supply food to 2009 SLLP.

Recommendations for 2009
• Complete planning 2009 Riversheds Forum,  
   being held in conjunction with the SEP  
   Stewardship Conference in Maple Ridge.
• Complete learning outcomes for 2009  
   Riversheds Forum.
• Continue to encourage and plan with the  
   Stellat’en Nation for the 2009 SLLP.
• Continue to expand SLLP marketing plan.
• Explore feasibility of 2010 Riversheds Forum  
   taking place as a Fraser River rafting trip.
• Plan and evaluate the best way to expand  
   Project Rivershed.

Programs Committee Report
by Bette McLennan, Co-Committee Chair
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Interested in joining?
The Programs Committee is at the heart of RSBC. 
The committee develops, plans and implements 
the programs that define RSBC. We need new 
members to help keep the programs current  
and meaningful.

Contact:
Bette McLennan, Programs Committee Co-Chair 
Phone: 250 392-6423 
Email: bette.mclennan@sd27.bc.ca 
Or Fin Donnelly, Executive Director 
Phone: 604 941-5937 
Email: fin@rivershed.com

Members: 
Bette McLennan (Co -Chair), Kim North (Co-Chair), Leigh 
Taylor-Gibbs, Lynda Donnelly, Timothy Crickmay, Suzanne 
Dodd, Dana Scanlan, Sharolise Baker, Glenda Newsted,  
Carrie McLaren and Fin Donnelly (Executive Director).
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2008 Sustainable Living Leadership 
Program rafting through the Cariboo 
Chilcotin in the Fraser River Basin.  



Purpose
To assist with the development of the organization’s 
research tools; to advise the Board of Directors  
on issues critical to the ongoing health of riversheds 
in BC; to recommend the approach and execution 
of public advocacy around such issues.

Summary of Activities
Mike Carr, Colleen Kimmett and Damian Kettlewell 
joined the committee, bringing a wealth of knowl-
edge and experience from academia, journalism 
and BC party politics, respectively, to our growing 
committee.

On behalf of RSBC’s executive, a letter was re-
searched and written to address the shortcomings 
of the Federal Government’s ill-advised changes 
to the Navigable Waters Protection Act.  The letter, 
an example of the Research committee’s new role 
of providing the research intelligence to the Board 
and Executive, was part of a wider public ground-
swell against the ongoing and irresponsible  
erosion of environmental protection in Canada.

David W. Roscoe took the lead in developing  
a template that will guide our information gather-
ing and formation of constructive and defensible 
advocacy stands for RSBC on the most pressing 
issues currently threatening BC riversheds and 
salmon.

Each committee member has chosen an area/issue 
of specialty, and will be responsible for researching 
and presenting current info and constructive solu-
tions on their subject.  Using Roscoe’s template, 
the Committee will be providing the RSBC Board 
and Executive with up-to-date information on the 
most pressing issues, including messaging and 
directions for our future advocacy campaigns.

Research Committee Report
by Christopher Pollon, Committee Chair
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Sustainable Living Leadership Program 
participant, Daniel van der Kroon, 
investigates a fish scooped from the 
Fraser River. 

2009 Reflection:
Our committee is energized and full of talented 
people from a wide diversity of backgrounds;  
our direction has been clearly set by some hard 
work over 2007 and 2008; 2009 is the year it all 
comes together and we can start to have fun  
digging into the issues that really matter.

Areas of specialty that will be tacked in 2009 
include:  
• Fraser River gravel mining.
• BC agricultural run-off issues.
• Bioregional governance.
• Run-of-river hydro/energy development.
• Fisheries Management.
• Urban development/Smart Growth.
• Salmon aquaculture.

Members: 
Christopher Pollon (Chair), Siobhan Ashe, Don MacKenzie, 
David Roscoe, Olga Schwartzkopf, Mike Carr, Damian  
Kettlewell, Colleen Kimmett, Jasmine Mason (Project  
Administrator), Fin Donnelly (Executive Director).



Mandate
To manage and monitor the governance process 
and the relationship between the Board and the 
Executive Director and improve the effective 
functioning of the Board, Committees and  
Executive Director.

2008 Outcomes
• High retention rate of Board and Committee 
   members.
• Maintained diverse geographic representation  
   of Board & Committee members.
• Reviewed Committee structure.
• Reviewed Executive Director’s contract.
• Prepared for AGM and recommended Board 
   prospects.

2009 Recommendations:
• Review Elder’s Circle concept.
• Review Strategic Plan goals.
• Review the Healthy Riversheds Fund.
• Review the Honourary Board (criteria, purpose,  
   make-up).
• Ensure Board self-evaluation is performed.
• Recommend Board development activities.
• Review Policies, including Membership Policy.

Executive Committee Report
by Siobhan Ashe, Chair
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Members: 
Siobhan Ashe (Chair), Don Mackenzie (Vice-Chair),  
Neal Nicholson (Treasurer), Naomi Tabata (Secretary),  
Fin Donnelly (Executive Director).
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2008 Sustainable Living Leadership 
Program participants on the Goat 
River cable car.



What is a Rivershed?
A rivershed is an area of land bordered by high 
elevation points. Groundwater and surface  
runoff within a rivershed flow toward a common 
destination through a system of streams, lakes, 
bogs and other watercourses.

Riversheds often contain ecosystems, including  
a range of interdependent plant and animal  
species whose diversity is determined by climate, 
soil, moisture and other biophysical features and 
functions. 

The term rivershed is gaining currency as one  
of the basic concepts of a sustainable society.  

Synonymous with watershed, the term is more 
place specific. It steers attention to a river in a 
particular geographical location and all activities 
and phenomena related to that area. 

When a sense of place is organized around a river, 
rather than a town or city, it encourages a mental 
shift from human settlement to the larger inter-
connected natural environment. 

Being aware of connections—between humans 
and nature and among all things animate and 
inanimate—is a prerequisite to conceiving  
of a harmonious relationship with the earth. 

Healthy Riversheds
Key to Sustainability
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Financial Summary

2008 Revenue
Business Donations $15,200 
Foundation Donations $150,456
Individual & Other Donations $2,707
Fees $10,500
Government grants $30,100
Total $208,963 

2008 Expenditures
Board Development $3,302.19 
Riversheds Forum $19,528.52 
Fraser Initiative   $19,105.47 
Project Rivershed $126,506.46 
Sustainable Living Leadership Pgm $53,676.04 
Total Expenditures  $222,118.68 
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2008 Sustainable Living Leadership 
Program participants hike to get  
a view of pit house depressions  
in the Cariboo Chilcotin.

Foundation donations
73%

Project Rivershed
56.9%Individual 

and other 
donations
1%

SLLP
24.2%

Fees
5%

Government 
grants
14%

Business 
donations
7%

Board  
development
1.5%

Fraser 
Initiative
8.6%

Riversheds 
Forum
8.8%



Donors
Rivershed ($10,000+)
Pacific Salmon  
Foundation
Bullitt Foundation
Direct Access (BC Gov’t)
Vancouver Foundation
Sprott Foundation
Metropolis

River ($1,000 - $9,999)
BC Hydro
Vancity
RBC Foundation
Anonymous
Fisheries & Oceans  
Canada
TD Friends of the  
Envir. Foundation
dmg World Media
Investors Group

Creek ($100 - $999)
Cora McCoubrey  
Memorial Fund
Olga Schwartzkopf
Planet Organics
Alex and Kim North
Grow Creative
Langley Environ. Partners 
Society

Friends ($1 - $99)
Donnelly, Cy
Crawshaw, Tom
Donnelly, Val
Mason, Jasmine

Individual - $20
Bennie, Dave
Carr, Mike
Dodd, Suzanne
Kettlewell, Damian
Ladell, Jason
MacKenzie, Don
Mason, Jasmine
Newsted, Glenda
Schwartzkopf, Olga
Van Ginkel, Cynthia

Family - $30
Ashe
Crawshaw
O’Brian
Palidwor-Zosiak
Thomsing

Organization - $50
Chilliwack Watershed 
Restoration Society
Fraser River Discovery 
Centre
Grow Creative

Members
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Sockeye salmon in the Chehalis River, 
Lower Fraser.

You can help the RSBC by becoming a member,  
donating time or money, coming to an event,  

or by joining an RSBC committee.
www.rivershed.com



Rivershed Society of BC 
#1603–1190 Pipeline Road 
Coquitlam, BC, V3B 7T9 

www.rivershed.com 
Society # S-36028 

Charity # 88731 3237 RR0001


