
Chair’s Report
By Fin Donnelly
Chair and Founder

In 2016, the Rivershed Society of British Columbia reached a milestone - we surpassed two 
decades of raising awareness and educating people about the importance of healthy riversheds.

We also wrote to the federal government about restoring the lost protections to the Fisheries 
Act and the Navigable Waters Protection Act. We held our annual Sustainable Living Leadership 
Program and another fantastic FraserFEST event, increasing the number of Fraser River communities 
involved to 20. We �nished the year with our winter social at Pasta Polo in Coquitlam. 
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Financial Summary 

2016 Revenue
Foundation Donations:    $83,308
Grants:   $90,341
Business Donations:    $3,518
Fees:    $13,630
Fundraising:   $17,825
Other Income:    $27,672
Total Revenue:   $236,294

Sustainable Living Leadership Program
55%

Expenditures

2016 Expenditures
FraserFEST:    $94,883
Sustainable Living Leadership Program:        $114,499
Total Expenses:   $209,382

Fraser FEST
45%

Two decades of achievement
The RSBC has built a solid reputation for delivering quality 
education programs and community stewardship initiatives 
throughout the Fraser River Basin. Over the past two decades 
we have earned the respect of our partners, including stewardship 
groups, schools, First Nations and local and senior government 
agencies, for e�ective community engagement.

In 1996, we came together to encourage people to conserve, 
protect and restore BC’s riversheds within a generation. We 
crafted a vision of salmon �ourishing in rivers, and people 
�ourishing in communities. The RSBC became a charitable 
organization in 1998. Since its inception, the RSBC has had nine 
Chairs and �fty-seven Board members, with many serving 
multiple years.

Over the past two decades we have achieved the following:

   • 500+ news articles, worth thousands of dollars, have been 
     published about RSBC’s work.
   • Awarded ‘Most Informative Event of BC Rivers Day’ (1997-99)
   • Produced more than twenty educational and promotional 
     videos, including Iyim Yewyews, a documentary video 
     about our work in the Lower Fraser River Basin.
   • Issued eight Healthy Riversheds Fund grants to schools 
     and community groups working to conserve, protect and 
     restore the Fraser River and its riversheds.
   • Awarded ten Watershed Solutions grants to SLLP graduates.

We have launched the following education programs:

   • Sustainable Living Leadership Program (SLLP) has run 
     13 times, producing 94 graduates from 34 communities, 
     directly bene�ting 48 communities, and stopping in 21 
     Fraser River communities on the journey. 67 SLLP graduates 
     have designed community projects. 

   • Riversheds of the Fraser Forums 400+ stewards came together 
annually over 14 years, representing six regions of the Fraser River

     Basin (Fraser Lake, Williams Lake, 108 Mile House, Kamloops, 
     Lillooet, Yale, Chehalis, Maple Ridge, Coquitlam and New West- 

minster) to share, learn and strategize about conservation issues.
   • Rivershed Education Program 600+ presentations were 
     made to 55,000 people in fifty BC communities.
   • Project Rivershed began as an exciting demonstration 
     project in the Brunette Rivershed.
   • Fraser Initiative, over two years, brought twenty-�ve key 
     conservationists from all regions of the Fraser River Basin 
     to Vancouver to develop an awareness campaign and 
     protection strategy. Climate change, salmon and �sh habitat 
     destruction, resource extraction, settlement, groundwater 
     licensing, First Nation rights, loss of biodiversity and aquatic 
     pollution were key issues.
   • Coquitlam Rivershed Eco-Footprint Project examined 
     the ecological footprint of residents living within the 
     Coquitlam Rivershed.
   • Preparation for a Sustainable Future dozens of presentations 
     made to BC high school students.
   • Environmental Career Options (ECO) Workshops given 
     to hundreds of BC high school students.

2016 SLLP participants arriving in Richmond. FraserFEST Vancouver 2016 paddlers in English Bay. 2016 winter social attendees.

A Look Ahead
In 2018, we will launch our �rst regional Sustainable Living 
Leadership Program in the Lower Fraser. This program will 
be designed and implemented by SLLP alumni Megan Rempel 
and Petra Markova. Very exciting! We will continue our work with 
BC Spaces for Nature and the Xat’sull First Nation on an ambitious 
Fraser Canyon Corridor Protection Plan. We will continue to expand 
FraserFEST to engage more Fraser River communities and develop 
more rivershed advocates. The work of the RSBC continues!

Final Thoughts
While we have had many achievements over the past twenty 
years, unfortunately, threats to the Fraser remain - whether it’s 
from proposed energy projects or bridge crossings, pipelines 
or port expansion, or unsustainable urban or rural development 
- we must remain diligent to conserve, protect and restore one 
of the last remaining great salmon rivers on the planet – the 
mighty Fraser River.

Thank Yous
To all our Board members – thank you – we could not have done 
it without you! And thank you to our donors, members, volunteers, 
contractors and supporters! You are what allows us to continue 
doing good work.

Sincerely,
Fin Donnelly / Iyim Yewyews
Chair and Founder
Rivershed Society of BC

We held or took part in the following events:

   • FraserFEST has run three times since 2014, with 20 Fraser River 
communities and more than 4,500 people directly participating 

     in 35 activities, including guided raft trips in the Fraser Canyon, 
     paddling and cycling day trips in the Lower Fraser, wild salmon 
     feasts, music festivals, educational tours, watershed walks, 
     school and community presentations. Almost 1,000 people 

have signed our Watershed Pledge with over 4,500 on-line visits.
   • Fraser 2000: Spirit of the Salmon Swim 5,000+ people partici-
     pated in 22 Fraser River riverside events. Stewardship Trees were
     planted, a Call to Action was issued and thousands of Rivershed 

Resolutions were completed and presented to BC’s Environment
Minister at the swim’s conclusion. Senior & youth scientists collected

     water quality samples and data, downloading their �ndings 
     to Fraser2000.com, and a documentary video was produced.
   • Fraser River Sunset Dinner Cruise, an annual fundraiser aboard
     the MV Native Paddlewheeler, has raised $20,000 for the SLLP
     over the past six years.
   • A Tribute to the Fraser slide show presentation at the Centennial 

Theatre in North Vancouver, followed by a month-long educational 
tour through 19 Fraser River communities where we connected with
more than 2,000 students about the importance of river stewardship.

   • Spirit of the Salmon Swim & Paddle annual event in the 
     Lower Fraser.
   • Spirit of the Salmon Feast at the Squamish Community Hall.
   • Paddle for a Plan, a 25 km swim and paddle of Pitt Lake.
   • Paddle for the Puddle, 6 km swim and paddle of Williams Lake.
   • Quesnel River Watershed Alliance’s Spirit of the Sockeye Paddle.
   • Fraser Headwaters Alliance’s Raush River, First Descent.
   • BC Rivers Day Music Festival in Prince George
   • Sky, Land, Water, Trees art show fundraiser.
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The RSBC has built a solid reputation for delivering quality 
education programs and community stewardship initiatives 
throughout the Fraser River Basin. Over the past two decades 
we have earned the respect of our partners, including stewardship 
groups, schools, First Nations and local and senior government 
agencies, for e�ective community engagement.

In 1996, we came together to encourage people to conserve, 
protect and restore BC’s riversheds within a generation. We 
crafted a vision of salmon �ourishing in rivers, and people 
�ourishing in communities. The RSBC became a charitable 
organization in 1998. Since its inception, the RSBC has had nine 
Chairs and �fty-seven Board members, with many serving 
multiple years.

Over the past two decades we have achieved the following:

• 500+ news articles, worth thousands of dollars, have been
published about RSBC’s work.

• Awarded ‘Most Informative Event of BC Rivers Day’ (1997-99)
• Produced more than twenty educational and promotional
videos, including Iyim Yewyews, a documentary video
about our work in the Lower Fraser River Basin.

• Issued eight Healthy Riversheds Fund grants to schools
and community groups working to conserve, protect and
restore the Fraser River and its riversheds.

• Awarded ten Watershed Solutions grants to SLLP graduates.

We have launched the following education programs:

• Sustainable Living Leadership Program (SLLP) has run
13 times, producing 94 graduates from 34 communities,
directly bene�ting 48 communities, and stopping in 21
Fraser River communities on the journey. 67 SLLP graduates
have designed community projects.

• Riversheds of the Fraser Forums 400+ stewards came together 
annually over 14 years, representing six regions of the Fraser River 
Basin (Fraser Lake, Williams Lake, 108 Mile House, Kamloops,
Lillooet, Yale, Chehalis, Maple Ridge, Coquitlam and New West- 

     minster) to share, learn and strategize about conservation issues.
• Rivershed Education Program 600+ presentations were
made to 55,000 people in fifty BC communities.

• Project Rivershed began as an exciting demonstration
project in the Brunette Rivershed.

• Fraser Initiative, over two years, brought twenty-�ve key
conservationists from all regions of the Fraser River Basin
to Vancouver to develop an awareness campaign and
protection strategy. Climate change, salmon and �sh habitat
destruction, resource extraction, settlement, groundwater
licensing, First Nation rights, loss of biodiversity and aquatic
pollution were key issues.

• Coquitlam Rivershed Eco-Footprint Project examined
the ecological footprint of residents living within the
Coquitlam Rivershed.

• Preparation for a Sustainable Future dozens of presentations 
made to BC high school students.

• Environmental Career Options (ECO) Workshops given
to hundreds of BC high school students.

2016/2017 Board Members: Fin Donnelly, Kareen Wong, Siobhan Ashe, Olga 
Schwartzkopf, Susan Jarema, Kim North, Neal Nicholson and Bette 

McLennan.

The current SLLP logo.

A Look Ahead
In 2018, we will launch our �rst regional Sustainable Living 
Leadership Program in the Lower Fraser. This program will 
be designed and implemented by SLLP alumni Megan Rempel 
and Petra Markova. Very exciting! We will continue our work with 
BC Spaces for Nature and the Xat’sull First Nation on an ambitious 
Fraser Canyon Corridor Protection Plan. We will continue to expand 
FraserFEST to engage more Fraser River communities and develop 
more rivershed advocates. The work of the RSBC continues!

Final Thoughts
While we have had many achievements over the past twenty 
years, unfortunately, threats to the Fraser remain - whether it’s 
from proposed energy projects or bridge crossings, pipelines 
or port expansion, or unsustainable urban or rural development 
- we must remain diligent to conserve, protect and restore one 
of the last remaining great salmon rivers on the planet – the 
mighty Fraser River.

Thank Yous
To all our Board members – thank you – we could not have done 
it without you! And thank you to our donors, members, volunteers, 
contractors and supporters! You are what allows us to continue 
doing good work.

Sincerely,
Fin Donnelly / Iyim Yewyews
Chair and Founder
Rivershed Society of BC

We held or took part in the following events:

• FraserFEST has run three times since 2014, with 20 Fraser River
communities and more than 4,500 people directly participating 
in 35 activities, including guided raft trips in the Fraser Canyon,
paddling and cycling day trips in the Lower Fraser, wild salmon
feasts, music festivals, educational tours, watershed walks,
school and community presentations. Almost 1,000 people
have signed our Watershed Pledge with over 4,500 on-line visits.

• Fraser 2000: Spirit of the Salmon Swim 5,000+ people partici-
     pated in 22 Fraser River riverside events. Stewardship Trees were
     planted, a Call to Action was issued and thousands of Rivershed 
     Resolutions were completed and presented to BC’s Environment
     Minister at the swim’s conclusion. Senior & youth scientists collected
     water quality samples and data, downloading their �ndings 
     to Fraser2000.com, and a documentary video was produced.

• Fraser River Sunset Dinner Cruise, an annual fundraiser aboard
the MV Native Paddlewheeler, has raised $20,000 for the SLLP
over the past six years.

• A Tribute to the Fraser slide show presentation at the Centennial 
Theatre in North Vancouver, followed by a month-long educational 
tour through 19 Fraser River communities where we connected with
more than 2,000 students about the importance of river stewardship.

• Spirit of the Salmon Swim & Paddle annual event in the
Lower Fraser.

• Spirit of the Salmon Feast at the Squamish Community Hall.
• Paddle for a Plan, a 25 km swim and paddle of Pitt Lake.
• Paddle for the Puddle, 6 km swim and paddle of Williams Lake.
• Quesnel River Watershed Alliance’s Spirit of the Sockeye Paddle.
• Fraser Headwaters Alliance’s Raush River, First Descent.
• BC Rivers Day Music Festival in Prince George
• Sky, Land, Water, Trees art show fundraiser.

Watershed Pledge: “I believe healthy watersheds benefit everyone. I support public investments in watershed 
conservation, protection and restoration (Watershed CPR); as well as watershed education and stewardship. 
I encourage all levels of government to take strong action to protect the Fraser River and its riversheds.”
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Don MacKenzie 
Petra Markova 
Jasmine Mason 
Marylke Nieuwenhuis 

Cianna Pachal 
Brad Percival 
Christopher Pollon 
Megan Rempel 
Olga Schwartzkopf 
Geoff Scott 
Rodney Stehr 
David Tracey 
Simon Zukowski 

Donors
Rivershed ($10,000+)
Tides Canada Foundation
BC Gaming
Real Estate Foundation of BC
The Gainey Foundation

River ($1,000 - 9,999)
City of New Westminster
Fin & Lynda Donnelly
Laura Dupont 
Fraser River Raft Expeditions
Intercity Appraisals Ltd.,
Voyageur Adventures
Jane Thomsing 
UFCW
Jayanel Properties

Creek ($100 - 999)
The Cora McCoubrey 
Memorial Scholarship
Vancity Pinetree Branch
Helen & John O'Brian
Olga Schwartzkopf
Megan Rempel
Paddlewheeler Riverboat Tours
False Creek Harbour Authority - 
Fishermen’s Wharf
David Suzuki Foundation
Margaret Birch
Caroline Brook
Sue Hemphill
Marlene McConnell
Eliza & Karla Olson
Lee Reinhart
Evan Stewart & Carrie Leggatt
Jan Vozenilek 
Marylke Nieuwenhuis 

Friends ($1 - 99)
Elaine Golds & 
Bruce Brandhorst
Deborah Bayley 
John & Sharon Cashore 
Hugh Chaun 
Marilyn & Frank Harrison 
Anne Ladouceur 
Bette McLennan 
Bernard Pinsky 
Raminder Safaya 
Guy Scharf 
Jacquie Cameron 
Lee Reinhart 
McArthur Ian
Neal & Barbara Nicholson 
Trena Gauthier 
Titash Choudhury 
Leigh Taylor-Gibbs 
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